WELCOME INTRODUCTION BY AMBASSADOR AT THE INAUGURATION OF GANDHI CENTRE ON SUNDAY, 2ND OCTOBER 2011

BY DR. KARAN SINGH, M.P. AND PRESIDENT, ICCR

Excellencies,

Dr. Karan Singh

Hon’ble Mayor of the Hague

My colleagues and friends from the Diplomatic community

Friends of India and followers of the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi

There are moments in one’s life that come rarely.  Alexander Solzhenitsyn had said in the “First Circle” for which he was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1970 that:

“Everyone has his special time of life when he manifests himself most fully, feels most profoundly himself and produces the greatest effect on himself and on others.  Anything that happens afterwards, however outwardly significant, is always a decline by comparison.”

That moment is with me today here at the Hague on the eve of the inauguration of the Indian Cultural Centre named after Mahatma Gandhi and to be called the “Gandhi Centre” and whose birthday today on 2nd October we have already commemorated throughout the world as the International Day of Non-Violence including here in the Netherlands.

2.
We must remember that non-violence is not to be mistaken for weakness.  It represents the true exhortation of the human soul to a higher level of consciousness as we strive to live harmoniously with each other.  Mahatma Gandhi had said and I quote:

“First they ignore you,

then they ridicule you,

then they fight you,

and then you win.”

3.
On this special day, when the spirit of Mahatma Gandhi and India is shining at the Hague in Netherlands, may I call upon Dr. Karan Singh, Member of Parliament and President of the Indian Council of Cultural Relations to deliver his inaugural speech.  Dr. Karan Singh needs no introduction.  Born into one of India’s most eminent and royal families as Yuvraj (Crown Prince) to the then ruler of the State of Jammu & Kashmir Maharaja Hari Singh, Dr. Karan Singh was the youngest regent of the State of Jammu & Kashmir and is the titular Maharaja of Jammu & Kashmir.  He is one of the senior-most members of the ruling Indian National Congress Party, having held several important cabinet posts and having also served as our Ambassador to Washington.  At present, he is also Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Department of the Congress Party.  As India’s member to the Executive Board of UNESCO, Dr. Karan Singh has underlined the importance of inter-faith dialogue that he has championed throughout his life.  Author, poet, philosopher and one of the greatest authorities on Hinduism, Dr. Karan Singh has also been awarded India’s highest civilian honour, the Padma Vibhushan in 2005.
4.
The realisation of this dream-project, the establishment of the Gandhi Centre in the Netherlands could never have been realized without his constant encouragement and support.  I have the greatest pleasure in requesting him to come to the Podium and deliver his inaugural speech.

* * * * *

