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Mr. Chairman, Dear Friends,


It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be present here today among such a distinguished group of participants.  May I therefore take the opportunity to thank the Organisers for inviting me to share India’s perspectives on chemical weapons disarmament and congratulate them on the excellent and successful conduct of the Conference.   The deliberations for the past two days have been most useful and productive and personally enriching.

2.
This Conference is taking place at a crucial juncture when the Convention is facing unprecedented challenges perhaps not foreseen by its Founding Fathers.  It also coincides with new challenges in many parts of the world as well as natural disasters and catastrophes world-wide.  We thus live in challenging times.  29th April 2012 is almost upon us.  Informal consultations on the Final Extended Deadline initiated for 14 months by the Chairman of the Council demonstrated the difficulty of finding a lowest common denominator of agreement amongst States Parties, necessary for a consensus.    The consultations did identify some common points of agreement.  Let me cite them:

· To respect integrity and credibility of Convention;
· To pursue objective of complete destruction of chemical 
         weapons;

· To reach a consensus among all States Parties;

· To find a solution within framework of Convention.

3.
There are also some elements that need to be acknowledged since they are key to this elusive consensus.    No State Party can doubt the commitment of United States, as indeed of the Russian Federation, in completely destroying its stockpiles.  A firm indicative deadline confirming destruction of stockpiles within a definitive timeframe is key to a solution.  There are several issues which are playing out at the same time. One of this is the need to find a solution, which would avoid creating a precedent for other Possessor States or future Possessor States, non-States Parties who may join the Convention.    

4.
The 64th Session of the Executive Council remained deadlocked for two days on whether the informal findings by the Chairman of the Council on informal consultations on the Final Extended Deadline should be the basis for further consultations by the new Chairperson, the distinguished Ambassador of South Africa. After a protracted and difficult debate, the Council noted the progress made and requested the Chairperson to conduct further consultations and “to remain seized of the issue.”  The absence of a more substantive outcome only underlines the difficulties ahead in finding that elusive consensus.  

5.
Another challenge facing the Council is the issue of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya not being able to meet the deadline set by the EC and the CSP for destruction of its chemical weapons stockpiles by 15 May 2011 and its request for an extension till 29 April 2012 which would be the final deadline set by the Convention. The Council is presently seized of the issue.  

6.
Once destruction of all chemical weapons has been achieved under verification, the Convention would need to look at other priorities.  In doing so, States Parties would need to take over ownership of all articles of the Convention including Article XI.    Only a holistic approach to the Convention can guide the OPCW in a future period of transition.  A number of most interesting brainstorming seminars and workshops to reflect on the future of the Convention have been organised including at the Clingendael Institute, Wilton Park, the Pugwash Workshop as well as the EC-sponsored Seminar on OPCW’s contribution to International Security and Non-Proliferation.  India participated at all these events.  Their recommendations would provide important inputs into this process and would provide a perspective to the Advisory Panel of Independent Experts established by the Director-General on the ongoing debate on future priorities of the Organisation.  

7.
India’s participation in the Chemical Weapons Convention is shaped by its overall approach to disarmament. Since Independence, India has consistently pursued the objective of global disarmament based on the principles of universality, non-discrimination and effective compliance. In 1954, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first Prime Minister, told the Indian Parliament: 

"We have maintained that chemical and biological (bacterial) knowledge and power should not be used to forge weapons of mass destruction. We have advocated the prohibition of such weapons, by common consent, and immediately by agreement amongst those concerned, which latter is at present the only effective way to bring about their abandonment."

8.
It was therefore only natural that India was an original signatory to the Chemical Weapons Convention.  India ratified the CWC in 1996 and was among the first 65 countries to have ratified the Treaty. 

9.
Government of India adopted The Chemical Weapons Act, 2000 in August 2000, in order to implement the provisions of the Chemical Weapons Convention. A National Authority under the Cabinet Secretariat has been set up to oversee implementation of the Convention in India. The National Authority of India is the first National Authority to have been awarded the ISO 9000 Certificate.  

10.
India has made significant contribution to the Convention as well as to the OPCW. As the first Chairperson of the Executive Council of the Organization, India guided the deliberations of the Organization during its crucial first year. Since then, India has been a member of the Executive Council and has also had representation in other important bodies like the Scientific Advisory Board, Administrative Body on Administrative and Financial Issues and the Confidentiality Commission.

11.
The elimination of chemical weapons is the central objective of the Chemical Weapons Convention.  In this context, it would be important to recall that India achieved all the three interim milestones within the time schedule laid down under the Convention.  India also completed the destruction of its chemical weapons stockpiles ahead of the timeline of April 28, 2009.  There can be no better evidence than this to express our firm commitment towards the Convention and international peace and security.  India also received its 100th industrial inspection last month.

12.
Allow me to highlight a few of India’s achievements which may be of value to other States Parties.  During the process of destruction of chemical weapons, India developed a new technology for destruction of Heel which is a highly viscous liquid left behind in the container vessels when the liquid toxic chemical is drained out. This technology has been patented by us in US, Russia and EU.  We invite other States Parties to make use of this technology.

13.
India is committed to working with the OPCW on issues relating to chemical safety matters.  As OPCW completed its 200O inspections, India received its 100th industry inspection.  All these 100 industry inspections, conducted in an atmosphere of cooperation and congeniality, have been smooth and trouble free.  
14.
India is one of the few countries which has two designated laboratories for testing of samples collected on-site. India has emerged as the main provider of mass spectra for OPCW Central Analytical Database for analysis of chemicals at a competitive and low cost.  By now, we have supplied the mass spectra of over hundred and fifty chemicals to OPCW.  
15.
Among the future challenges facing the OPCW is the issue of Universality.  Today, seven Member States, Members of United Nations remain non-State Parties.  Bringing them within the ambit of the Convention remains an important future challenge.  

16.
Another challenge is to create an acceptable international verification regime through the review of the industry related inspection regime and Site Selection Methodology.    India remains a major player in these ongoing deliberations, a successful outcome of which is key to the future of post-disarmament OPCW.  

17.
In this context, the efforts by the Director-General to reinvigorate the agenda of the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) so that it could effectively function as a key filter not just to the Director General but also to the Executive Council of the implications of new scientific and technological developments is most welcome.  SAB, at its last meeting, had discussed key issues, key to the future of the Convention including the convergence of chemistry and biology.  The Council is reflecting on an appropriate mechanism by which there could be a more institutionalised interaction between the SAB and the Council through the Director-General.  

18.
In these tumultuous times when the world is facing challenges on various fronts, the message of peace and non-violence is as relevant today as it was back in the last century. Let me recall the words of Mahatma Gandhi, Father of the Indian Nation, who wrote on 16 November 1947, just a few months after India became independent: 

"In this age of the atom bomb, unadulterated non-violence is the only force that can confound the tricks of violence put together." 

When asked whether the use of nuclear weapons had not rendered non-violence obsolete, Gandhiji returned an emphatic "No", adding: 

"On the contrary, non-violence is the only thing that is left in the field. It is the only thing that the atom bomb cannot destroy."

Truly, Mahatma Gandhi whose birthday on 2 October is commemorated in the United Nations General Assembly as the International Day of Non-Violence was prophetic about the challenges facing the international community today.  These can only be overcome through international cooperation in an atmosphere of solidarity and based on the principles of tolerance and non-violence.
Thank you.
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