Inaugural of Exhibition of Lamps “ILLUMINATE”

On Sunday, 10th April, The Hague

Excellency, Ambassador of Japan,

Mr. Ashok Bhadra, Mr. Bijoy Chowdhury and Mr. Prasanta Mukherjee,
Distinguished Artists and Connoisseurs of Art,

Dear Friends,

I am honoured to be present here today in this distinguished gathering along with my friend and colleague His Excellency the Ambassador of Japan in this lovely gallery with its beautiful ambience and its fine collection of artworks.  Thank you for inviting me to inaugurate this Exhibition.  Netherlands which is home to some of the world’s most famous artists such as Rembrandt and Van Gogh has historically welcomed creativity and artists and art far from its shores. This Exhibition has a beautiful theme “Illuminate”.  It is an appropriate testimony to the fact that Indian art has come of age. 
2.
The works displayed here are a meeting ground of three cultures, Indian, Dutch and Japanese.  Historically, India too has always welcomed and assimilated new ideas coming from afar.  Let me give a few examples.  The Gandharva School of Art developed after Alexander’s invasion of India in 326 B.C., while the Mughal miniature paintings of Akbar and Jehangir and later the Taj Mahal built by Emperor Shah Jahan are a beautiful reflection of this symbiosis and fusion of different art styles.  In the Taj Mahal we also see the Italian tradition of “Pietra Dura”.  India has also influenced art forms in the Far East.  When Buddhist art left the shores of India, it resulted in the “Angkor Vat Temple” in Cambodia, “the Preaah Vihar Temple” on the border of Cambodia and Thailand and many more such creations across the Far East.

3.
India has always admired Japanese art forms, apart from its long-standing historical friendship with the Japanese people.  The lamps that we see here today display the influence of a fusion of Indian and Japanese ideas.  Let me take this opportunity to express my condolences on behalf of the Government and people of India for the victims of the devastating earthquakes and Tsunami that hit Japan and express my admiration for the courage and resilience of the Japanese people who have met every tragedy with a fortitude that is an example to the rest of the world.  Let us light a Lamp here today to honour the people of Japan and to remember the victims.
4.
The journey of Mr. Ashok Bhadra who has chosen lamp as his leitmotif, is the story of Mother India herself.  He has overcome obstacles and challenges to make a new life for himself here in Netherlands but with an art form that symbolizes his continuing association with, and inspiration from his homeland India.  Lamp is a universal symbol whether in India, Japan or Netherlands, signifying light.  In India the festival of Diwali which is the festival of lights symbolizes the victory of good over evil when Lord Ram returned home to Ayodhya after exile.  Any auspicious event in India begins with lighting a lamp.   In Indian tradition, light signifies life, knowledge and virtue as denoted in the ancient Vedic prayer in Sanskrit:  
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Meaning:

Lead us from Unreal to Real

Lead us from the Darkness to the Light,

Lead us from the fear of Death, To the Knowledge of Immortality.

Om Peace, Peace, Peace.

5.
I had heard about Mr. Bhadra from Paris since a distinguished Indian/Bangladeshi artist, Partho Prathim Majumdar, who lives in Paris had spoken about his artistic talents and his beautiful Japanese wife!  When the Bengali Association here represented by “Kallol” organized the first ever Sarbojanik Durga Puja in the Netherlands last year, I saw the beautiful sculpture made by him of Maa Durga.  An accomplished artist and a sculptor, he has not only created art for the sake of art, but also for a social cause.  The same is true of Mr. Bijoy Chowdhury and Mr. Prasanta Mukherjee who have contributed to various socio-economic causes. We could not have expected anything else from artists hailing from the land of Tagore.

6.
There must be something about Bengal which attracts people from Bengal to Netherlands! Ashok Bhadra, Bijoy Chowdhury and Prasanta Mukherjee have followed the tradition of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, Asia’s first Nobel Laureate who was one of the first prominent Indians to visit Netherlands as far back as 1920.      In May, we would be commemorating Tagore’s 150th anniversary all over the world. The Embassy, in cooperation with Friends of Tagore and Municipalities of The Hague, Amsterdam and Leiden University, has organised several cultural events in The Hague, Amsterdam and Leiden. Two busts of Tagore, sculpted by another famous artist from Kolkata, Mr. Gautam Pal, being installed at the Public Library of The Hague and Leiden University will enrich the Dutch landscape.    I invite you all to be part of these commemorative celebrations.
7.
In the Indian tradition, we seek the blessings of our elders for success for our ventures.  I invoke this tradition to wish the artists every success in this exhibition and for the future. 

Jai Hind

* * * *
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