Inaugural Speech by H.E. Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Ambassador of India at the “Soul of India- World Cinema Amsterdam” event on 12 August 2011 
Mr. Raymond Walravens, Managing Director Rialto and Festival Director, World Cinema Amsterdam, 

Distinguished Film Directors from India,

Dear Friends of World Cinema,

 
I am very happy to be here with you at this very special event to focus on the “Soul of India” which we call “Bharat ki Aatma”.  On the eve of India’s Independence Day, let me quote these lines regarding the Soul of My Nation made by India’s first Prime Minister Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, to the Constituent Assembly of India in New Delhi on 14 August 1947. Famously titled “A Tryst With Destiny” Prime Minister Nehru said and I quote “A moment comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step out from the old to the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance“. Thank you for this beautiful title.
2.
Cinema mirrors the soul of a society and is an expression of its cultural vitality.  It portrays the lives of people with their various achievements, failures, joys, sorrows, emotions and dreams. Talking of the importance of movies in our lives, one of the greatest art historians, Erwin Panofsky had said,
“Whether we like it or not, it is the movies that mould more than any other Single Force, the opinions, the taste, the language, the dress, the behavior and even the physical appearance of a public comprising more than 60 percent of population of earth. If all the serious lyrical poets, composers, painters and sculptors were forced by law to stop their activities, a rather small fraction of general public would become aware of the fact and still a smaller fraction would seriously regret it. If the same thing were to happen with the movies the social consequences would be catastrophic.” 
3.
Netherlands has always had a special place in the heart of Indians.   Millions of Indians have known Netherlands through its famous and beautiful icons such as windmills, tulips and canals through Indian movies which have been filmed in the beautiful stretches of tulip land.  Amitabh and Rekha’s song in the movie Silsila in the colourful tulip fields mesmerizes us till date.  
4.
Netherlands is also not new to Indian cinema and has hosted several Film Festivals in the past.  Six years ago in June 2005, Amsterdam was also host to the prestigious Sixth Annual IIFA Awards ceremony organized by the International Indian Film Academy (IIFA). As we all know, Pathe Cinemas screen Indian films quite regularly catering to the large Indian and Surinami Hindustani Diaspora based in the Netherlands. I would therefore like to commend the organizers for having brought India again to the Netherlands through a wonderful selection of movies.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,

5.
The history of Indian cinema can be traced to the early cinema days going back to 1898 when the first short films in India were directed by Hiralal Sen. The first full-length silent picture Raja Harishchandra  was produced by Dadasaheb Phalke as early as in 1913. 

6.
Since then, with its unique visual themes and styles representing one of India's most vibrant cultural products, Indian cinema has become a major industry, producing the largest number of films in the world with growing global influence. India produces more than 1300 movies a year in 24 languages. Bollywood today is one of the most profitable industries in India which provides employment to over 6 million people. The Indian film industry is estimated to exceed US$ 3 billion by 2014. Going by the current trend, it is evident that Bollywood as a brand will get bigger than Hollywood somewhere down the line. 

7.
Having transcended the times, Indian cinema has also adapted to globalization and is now a viable and popular commercial product emerging as one of the biggest export commodity. While commercial Indian cinema retains its vast appeal, Parallel Cinema movement, mainly led by Bengali cinema with famous names like Bimal Roy, Satyajit Ray and Ritwik Ghatak form an integral part of the repertoire. 
8.
One must recognize the contribution of creative directors who have helped to shape the identity of Indian cinema.  Several decades ago, Satyajit Ray had expressed his vision of Indian cinema in these words and I quote, 

“What the Indian cinema needs today is not more gloss, but more imagination, more integrity, and a more intelligent appreciation of the limitations of the medium… What our cinema needs above everything else is a style, and idiom, a sort of iconography of cinema, which would be uniquely and recognizably Indian.”  

Indian films are prominently featured at Cannes Film Festival with a number of them winning major prizes. I am happy that Rialto has decided to include both commercial and art movies in diverse languages. 
9.
Indian films are perhaps the best contemporary guide to understanding what moves the Indian heart. They have a very wide and popular fan base spanning across all the continents.  It has also, in its own unique way, helped to connect the global audience with the Indian worldview and way of life.   Old hits from the sixties and seventies throbbed hearts of the fans crossing the boundaries of language and making viewers connect with India through the romance and free-spirited portrayal of lives of ordinary Indian people.  Raj Kapoor and Satyajit Ray readily come to my mind in this context. 

10.
The cinema plays an important role in developing countries where they act as an effective catalyst for social change and development.   Movies not only entertain people but also inspire the viewers to be model citizens by bringing awareness about rights and duties.
11.
I am happy to announce that the Government of India has decided to establish an Indian Cultural Center in the Netherlands which will be launched shortly. The Cultural Center will provide yet another platform for promoting and fostering cultural ties, of which cinema will form an integral aspect. The Cultural Center besides showcasing movies will also provide an important meeting point for various film personalities. 

12.
I believe the Festivals like this will not only enhance people-to- people bonding through better understanding of each other’s cultures, but would also help generate interest in joint film production. With an Indian Diaspora of 200,000 in the Netherlands, there is ample interest on both sides in such endeavors.  I hope the next Film Festival would feature an Indo-Dutch joint production symbolizing our shared interests, values and culture. 
13.
In this context, I may like to share with you that one of the greatest Indian actors, Soumitra Chatterjee from Bengal will be visiting Netherlands on 14 September 2011 in connection with the commemoration of 150th Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, the first Asian Nobel Laureate.  May I take this opportunity to invite you to his programme at Voorschoten, the details of which will be made available through the Embassy’s website. 
14.
Before I conclude, let me again recall the words of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, who recognized the impact of  cinema on the lives of people in India, and said: 
“I think it is perfectly correct to say that the influence in India of the film is greater than the influence of newspapers and books all combined. I am not at the moment talking about the quality of the influence.” 

I wish the World Cinema Festival all success.
Thank you !
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