Opening Remarks by 

Ambassador of India, H.E. Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee

at the Seminar on Investment & Technology: 

Cooperation in Water Sector in India at The Hague

Monday, 28th March, 2011
Hon’ble Secretary (Science & Technology), Dr. T. Ramasami

Hon’ble Director General (Innovation & Enterprise) Madame Renee Bergkamp,

Distinguished speakers from the Netherlands and India, 

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It is my privilege and honour to welcome you to this important Seminar on “Investment & Technology: Cooperation in Water Sector in India” organized by Embassy of India in Netherlands.  May I thank our participants for travelling from India as well as different parts of the Netherlands to be present here today.  The presence of our distinguished participants underlines the commitment of Government and Industry in India and our host country in taking cooperation in the water sector further. 

2.
Nostradamus had predicted that water will pose one of the greatest challenges for mankind in the 21st century.  We need no astrologer to confirm this unfortunate prediction.  Water management is a huge problem everywhere, with problems of excess and wasteful usage in some places and shortage in others. It is only appropriate that we focus our efforts in a timely manner to prevent these problems assuming catastrophic proportions in future. Netherlands is globally recognised as a leader in the areas of water technology and management.  India too has a glorious history in the field of water management which goes back a millennia.  Drainage systems, wells and water storage systems of Harappa and Mohenjodaro in 3250 B.C., before the Greek and Parthian Civilizations, demonstrate that water management was practiced 5000 years ago in India.  The ancient water system developed by Chandragupta Maurya in 1st century AD has been used in the desert towns of Rajasthan for 1000 years.  India can demonstrate the ancient methods of water harvesting to the world.  Water is venerated in India from ancient times and linked with great creativity.

3.
India with its vast water network systems including inland waterways, rivers, lakes, basins and oceans offers immense scope for joint application of the tools and technologies that can benefit both countries.  There are several areas for fruitful collaboration.  These include water management for agriculture, industry, human consumption, transport and navigation, recycling and waste management.  

4.
Our bilateral cooperation in these areas which is strong and dynamic will be strengthened by the visit of Minister of Infrastructure and Environment H.E. Ms. Melanie Schultz who is leading an important official and trade delegation comprising more than seventy five companies to India from 2-9 April 2011.  Dutch Minister of Agriculture and Foreign Trade H.E. Mr. Henk Bleker will be visiting India from 6-10 June 2011.  Both visits have water management as a major theme. Permanent Secretary for Inland Waterways Authority of India, Mrs. Bhupinder Prasad recently led a delegation to the “Rivers of the World Forum” held in Rotterdam to explore possibilities of further cooperation in inland waterway management. 
5.
We meet at a time when trade between our two countries is expanding rapidly and has crossed the € 5 billion mark in 2010, showing an increase of 23.39% over 2009 despite the global economic downturn. This is a sign of serious economic and trade engagement, but we need to do better.

6.
Indian and Dutch economies are complementary to each other.  While India offers a rapidly growing economy, expanding markets and young skilled manpower, the Netherlands has know-how and the capital resources that are seeking secure and rewarding avenues for investment.  

7.
While there is scope for expanding our trade relationship in many areas of mutual interest, agriculture and water management are two areas which can make a quantum difference in the trade relationship.  

8.
Let me list the advantages in such cooperation as a win-win situation for both countries. India is the world’s largest democracy. Currently, its undergoing one of the highest rates of economic growth. One of its challenges is to sustain this growth while preserving its environment.  India is expected to remain one of the fastest growing economies over the next decades.  As a result, we are facing increasing stress to our air and water; our energy resources as well as our agricultural productivity.  Around 78% of India's fresh water is used for agriculture and the demand for water in urban areas is expected to increase dramatically.

9.
The challenge of managing our water resources in a rational and sustainable manner requires action on many fronts and coordination across different sectors of the economy. In India, we have tried to address these complex inter-relationships through the formulation of various initiatives at different levels. 

10.
As noted earlier, water harvesting is part of India’s ancient traditions.  Mahatma Gandhi had installed a facility to harvest water at his ancestral house in Porbandar in Gujarat.  Indians are committed to a safe and secure environment. Gandhiji had said “There is enough for every man’s need but not for every man’s greed”.

11.
Government of India is seeking to address this issue on many fronts.  The National Water Mission was launched in ’07.  It is one of eight national missions that are part of our National Action Plan on Climate Change.  The main objective of our “National Water Mission” is integrated water resource management by conserving water, minimizing wastage and ensuring its more equitable distribution both across and within various states of our Union. 

12.
Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India has launched the Technology Mission: 'Winning, Augmentation and Renovation (WAR) for Water' to develop research based technological solutions to address various water challenges in the country. The Water Technology Initiative (WTI) of the Department of Science and Technology aims to promote Research & Development activities to provide safe drinking water at affordable cost and in adequate quantity using appropriate Science & Technology interventions. 

13.
The Indian water sector is a market of great opportunities. The country is home to more than a billion people and their aspirations are increasing pressure on land and water in the country, thus creating opportunities for business to meet these demands.  As per estimates of the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII), which is participating in the Seminar, the total investment potential in the water sector in India is of around 30 billion Euros. This includes investment in infrastructure availability & storage; distribution and supply management; municipal waste water treatment; water efficiency in agriculture and rural water access and quality. 

14.
Companies like DHV that have been active in India for a number of years now are examples of how Dutch expertise in various sectors like water management, environmental technologies, urban planning etc will be able to play an even more active role in India’s development process and lead to a win-win situation for both countries. At the consumer level, companies like Philips and Unilever have successfully introduced water purifiers in the Indian market. I am sure that there will be many more examples of Dutch companies carving a niche for themselves in their respective market segments.

15.
As for scientific cooperation, India and the Netherlands have a Memorandum of Understanding on Science & Technology cooperation in place since 2008.  Water is a focus area under the MoU. Tomorrow, we will have a second meeting of the Joint Committee on Science and Technology. Cooperation in water management is an important agenda item.  

16.
There are possibilities for the scientific communities on both sides for joint research projects. Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs will be organizing a meeting of experts in the water sector on 19th and 20th April at Utrecht. Organizations that are interested in participating in this meeting could either contact us or the Ministry of Economic Affairs for further information.

17.
We believe that from the purpose of Recommendations, the interactive session is most important.  Mr. Menon, our Rapparteur is taking careful notes.  Please ask any questions that are relevant.  We have also organised a networking session after the event in which individual discussions can continue. Our representative from the Confederation of Indian Industry Mr. S. Raghupathy will be happy to have individual meetings with companies at a mutually convenient time. He is available till 31st March. For Science & Technology issues, our colleagues from the Ministry of Science and Technology would respond to any queries.  

18.
Since both Government and Industry are represented at the highest level, we hope that the interaction between all stakeholders will help in creating a better understanding of the opportunities that exist and leads to enhanced cooperation between India and the Netherlands in the water sector.

19.
More than 70 years ago, Father of the Indian Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, reminded Indians of our responsibility to preserve the environment for our children.  He said:

“The earth, the air, the land and the water are not an inheritance from our fore fathers but on loan from our children. So we have to handover to them at least as it was handed over to us.”

Jai Hind.

Thank you.
* * * *
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