Speech at the Opening Ceremony of “Open Art Fair” 

On Thursday, 15th September, 2011, 

Jaarbeurs, Utrecht
Dr. Manas Roy Roymans, 

Dr. Chandreyee Dutta,

Mr. Frits Lintmeijer, Alderman of Utrecht

Distinguished Artists and Connoisseurs of Art,

Dear Friends,

It is an honour and pleasure to be here today to inaugurate this Open Art Fair.  This distinguished gathering in this lovely studio with its beautiful ambience and fine collection of artworks, underlines the commitment of the city of Utrecht to promote art & culture.

2.
Aviskar which means “Invention” i.e. the theme of the event, “Aviskar: East Meets West 2011”, the 6th International Exhibition of contemporary and modern art being held here on the margins of the European Open Art Fair demonstrates that Indian contemporary and modern art has come of age.  Several senior and selected emerging artists of the international group led by master artist Manas Roy are exhibiting their artworks.  Of particular interest are the museum quality portraits in 17th century French style stamp painting technique prepared by Dr. Roy to mark the 150th Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore.

3.
Famous artists such as Rembrandt and Van Gogh have made Netherlands proud with their unique masterly art creations and works. Artists are dreamers and look at the world beyond to seek inspiration from other cultures and this has proven true in the case of Roymans as well.  

4.
Pablo Picasso had once said, 
“Every child is an artist.  The problem is how to remain an artist once we grow up.”

While this observation is true in most cases, Dr. Roymans has proved it otherwise with his artistic pursuits.  After making a name in India, Manas, who is a Painter, Sculptor and Engineer all rolled into one with a Ph.D in Engineering and Management, has been creating Visual Art under the signature of “Roymans” outside India for the last two decades.

5.
Projects and exhibitions like the “Open Art Fair” provide an ideal forum for artists from all over the world, including Indian and Dutch artists, to work together to transcend cultural differences and provide great inspiration to aspiring new artists to try new techniques, tools and ideas in their work. The Contemporary Art works displayed here are truly a meeting ground of Indian and Dutch cultures.  The tradition and methods of Indian Art and Sculpture, with its own unique style and sensitivity, has evolved over the years. Historically, India has always welcomed and assimilated new ideas coming from afar and Indian Art for all its inherent richness and variety has also been influenced by Art forms from the West as well as the Far East.

6.
Since ancient times, indigenous and foreign influences have synthesized to shape the development of Indian Arts. 

7.
India has a long sculptural tradition and a mastery of rich iconography. The first sculptures in India date back to the Indus Valley Civilization, from where stone and bronze carvings have been discovered. Buddhist sculptures had Greek and Persian artistic influences followed by the Gandharva School. The fine delicate Sandstone sculptures of Mathura evolved during the Gupta period between the 4th and 6th century, leading to the Classical Art with which the world is now familiar.

8.
Indian paintings provide an aesthetic framework that extends from the early civilization to the present day. From being essentially religious in purpose in the beginning, Indian painting has evolved over the years to become a fusion of various cultures and traditions. The earliest were the rock paintings of pre-historic times, which inspired the 7th century carved pillars and frescoes of Ajanta and Ellora caves in Maharashtra.  Mughal paintings represented a fusion of the Persian miniature with older Indian traditions, and from the 17th century its style was diffused across Indian princely courts.  Colonial times produced several great artists, Raja Ravi Verma, Jamini Roy, Amrita Shergil, Ramkinker Baij and Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore.  After independence, Indian art became more diverse and artists like Maqbool Fida Hussain, Francis Newton Souza, Subodh Gupta, Devajyoti Ray, Paresh Maity, Bose Krishnamachari and Anjolie Ela Menon earned international recognition.
9.
Let me conclude by quoting one of the most inspiring artists of the 15th century, Leonardo da Vinci who said,

“Painting is poetry that is seen rather than felt, and poetry is painting that is felt rather than seen.”
May I invite you all to feel and enjoy the beautiful poetry on canvas presented by talented and creative artists here.  May I also invite all of you to attend the beautiful exhibition of original Tagore paintings being exhibited for the first time outside India at the Van der Togt Museum in Amsterdam from 18 November 2011 to 15 January 2012.
10.
I wish the artists every success in this exhibition and for the future.

Thank you,

Jai Hind.
* * * *
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