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Mr. Chairman, Mr. Director General, Distinguished Delegates:


It is a great honour and privilege to address the 15th Conference of States Parties, under your Chairmanship.  India and Guatemala enjoy the warmest bilateral relations.  We are confident that you would provide the necessary leadership to this Conference to reach agreement on the important issues on its agenda.

2.
May I also convey India’s deep appreciation to the outgoing Chairperson, Ambassador Vaidotas Verba of Lithuania, for his energy and dedication for implementation of the Convention as well as for all his efforts inter-sessionally to achieve consensus on difficult issues. 

Mr. Chairman,

3.
This is the first Conference of States Parties for our new Director General Ambassador Ahmet Uzumcu who has already, in this short period, demonstrated the leadership skills and intellectual ability required to lead the Organisation forward as it faces new and difficult challenges.  Let me reiterate the strong support of India for our dynamic Director General.  We welcome his timely and wise initiative to establish an Independent Advisory Panel to examine the future orientation of the Organisation.  It is important that the Panel should be not just geographically representative but have a balance of ideas.  This would enable the necessary intellectual impetus leading to elaboration of thought provoking recommendations which could be useful in stimulating a useful debate on the future of OPCW as we approach the Final Extended Deadline of 29th April 2012.

4.
Ambassador Jean-François Blarel of France, Chairperson of the Executive Council, requires special recognition for initiating consultations which are already bearing fruit on issues relating to destruction, apart from his tireless efforts to achieve consensus on other issues, especially the Budget.

5.
India would also like to strongly endorse the important policy Statement articulated by distinguished Ambassador of Cuba, on behalf of Chairperson of NAM CWC States Parties and China.

6.
With a membership of 188 countries, the Chemical Weapons Convention is the only universally acceptable multilaterally negotiated, non-discriminatory disarmament instrument with provisions to eliminate comprehensively an entire category of weapons of mass destruction under effective compliance and verification within a specified time frame.
7.
Mr. Chairman, time has come to reflect on working of OPCW and to evaluate its achievements and challenges.  The First and the Second Review Conferences provided an important framework for such reflection.  As we move towards the 3rd Review Conference in 2013, we would need to address the many issues emanating from the need to meet the Final Extended Deadline and challenges to address in the event of only partial implementation of this deadline.  We must continue to make every effort to meet the Final Extended Deadline.
Mr. Chairman,

8.
What are these challenges?  Although the OPCW has been able to create an international verification mechanism, we still need to find ways of optimally utilizing this mechanism to foster international peace and security, through effective prohibition of chemical weapons.  There is need for a comprehensive review of the industry related inspection regime and site selection methodology.  We should be guided by the Convention in deciding the number and distribution of Article VI inspections.  We need to recognize that nearly 60% inspections are directed towards OCPFs – that is more than the total inspections of the scheduled facilities.  Our discussion on the budget should be seen from this perspective.

9.
Other challenges are developments in science and technology that impact on the object and purpose of the Convention.  While we need to be aware of the risks that latest developments in science and technology could pose to a world free of chemical weapons, we should also find ways and means of fostering technological and economic cooperation in non-prohibited, new and emerging areas of chemistry.

10.
Mr. Chairman, the last session of the Council remained deadlocked on the Programme and Budget for 2011. This is a very complex issue.  It is important to recall past decisions that have not been implemented, especially Conference Decisions taken in 2008 and 2009 respectively, which had stressed that the number of Article VI inspections shall be discussed within relevant industry cluster issues and shall be agreed by the States Parties as a matter of policy, taking into account budgetary and other relevant considerations.  It is regrettable that no such consultation took place in 2009 or 2010.  Contrary to speculation, India is not fixated on the number of Article VI inspections. These issues need to be looked at holistically, when we evaluate the future activities of the organization after the implementation of the Convention regarding destruction of Chemical Weapons.

11.
The above demonstrates that a consensus on this issue may require more time and negotiations.  One way forward could be to adopt the Programme and Budget for 2011 with the same number of inspections as agreed in ’09 and ‘10, and keep this matter aside for discussions early next year.

12.
Let me highlight some of the efforts of our National Authority.  India has gained valuable experience in implementing an ISO compliant quality management system.  This has enabled effective compliance with CWC obligations. Our National Authority has developed various Standard Operating Procedures and Forms for streamlining its operations and has been awarded the ISO 9000 Certificate.  Please do attend a presentation by our National Authority on this issue on 2 December 2010, here at the World Forum.  

13.
India is proud to have hosted the Associate Programme for the third consecutive year.  India will continue to support this important Programme. 

14.
We would like to congratulate Tunisia for Assistex-3.  Our participation in this event has enabled us to draw a number of important lessons which could be beneficial to other States Parties in meeting such challenges. 

15.
An important issue on the agenda is the implementation of Article XI. Successful implementation of this Article would be of direct benefit to all States Parties and would contribute to achieving the objectives of universality and national implementation measures by all States Parties.  The Technical Secretariat and States Parties should be commended for the successful conduct of the Article XI workshop held last week. We now look forward to more substantive deliberations to identify and develop concrete measures to ensure the full, effective and non-discriminatory implementation of Article XI.
16.
India would like to reiterate its offer of providing assistance in drawing up legislation by State Parties, which are yet to enact their national legislation.  To facilitate this process, we would suggest that a single website be developed to contain legislation of all States Parties.  We would also urge the Technical Secretariat to bring out a user friendly publication summarizing the national implementation legislation of various States Parties, drawing out the generic approaches among States Parties’ legislations and variations across them.

17.
Let me conclude by recalling the words of one of the greatest American Laureates Dr. Linus Pauling, who won two Nobel Prizes in Chemistry and Peace.  In his Nobel Lecture on 11 December 1963, when referring to weapons of mass destruction, Dr. Pauling said “There is another action that could be taken immediately to decrease the present great hazard to civilization.  This action would be to stop, through a firm treaty incorporating a reliable system of inspection, the present great programmes of development of biological and chemical methods of waging war.”  He went on to say,  “We are privileged to have the opportunity of contributing to the achievement of the goal of abolition of war and  its replacement by World Law.”

What an inspiring vision!  Our Organization is proud to be the legitimate heir to these great thoughts.

18.
Finally, Mr. Chairman, India believes in order to achieve a vision, one needs foresight, courage and perseverance.  Mahatma Gandhi said:

“First they ignore you, 

Then they ridicule you,

Then they fight you,

And then you win.”

19.
I would request that this Statement be circulated as an official document of the Conference.

Thank You.
- - - - - -
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