Address by H.E. Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Ambassador of India at the Symposium 
“Partnerships, Business and Perceptions: Indo-Europe Relations as seen from the Netherlands” 
at Kasteel de Wittenburg on 10 November 2011
Mr. Badri Madan, President, NIA,

Mr. Dev Gurnani, Secretary, NIA,

Mr. K. Srinivasan, former Foreign Secretary of India and one of my distinguished predecessors,

Prof. D.H.A. Kolff, 

Prof. Jan Breman 

Prof. Kristoffel Lieten,

It is an honour and a privilege to participate in this prestigious Symposium which is a part of the ongoing year-long commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of the India-Netherlands Association (NIA).   This included the friendly Cricket Match in June this year which I witnessed despite the pouring rain!  The Ambassador of India Eleven did a great job and the trophy has been proudly arranged in the Embassy’s Visitor’s Room!  Today’s Symposium, with a distinguished panel of academics and eminent experts presents another facet of NIA and its activities aimed at fostering closer relations between India and Netherlands.
2.
The theme of today’s Symposium is of particular interest.  I was the longest serving Director General of India’s Ministry of External Affairs Europe West Division from 1998 to ‘04.  I had the privilege of participating at the first ever India-EU Summit in Lisbon in June 2000, a Summit which decided under Portuguese Presidency to institutionalize it on an annual basis.  There has been no looking back.  The 4th India-EU Summit was held in Netherlands in 2004.  

3.
Let me first address the India-Europe relations from the Indian perspective.  These are broadly divided into three categories, India’s relations with Eurozone countries, our relations with the United Kingdom and our relationship with non-EU countries with whom we have important bilateral relations including Switzerland and Norway.  As witnessed in the recent G-20 Summit, India is strongly committed to its relationship with the European Union and the strength of the Eurozone.  Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh just stated at Cannes:

“In an increasingly integrated world, all of us have a stake in the orderly functioning and prosperity of Europe….. ”
4.
The present Dutch Ambassador to India, my good friend Ambassador Bob Hiensch reminded me recently that when India attained Independence on 15th August 1947, the Dutch Ambassador was only one of the three Ambassadors present in Delhi.  Indeed, this underlines the centrality of our relationship with the Netherlands, a founder member of the European Union.  I had noted earlier the significance of the fourth India-EU Summit in the Netherlands which was attended by India’s Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.  These Summits are arranged having a bilateral focus with the political dialogue taking centrestage at Summit level between the EU-Troika and India.  It is invariably preceded by a Business Summit where important decisions relating to the mutually beneficial trade and commercial interactions between India and the European Union are taken on an annual basis. 
5.
From a trade and commercial perspective, it is important to underline that the EU is India’s largest export destination and India ranks as the 9th EU export destination. The total bilateral trade increased by 28% to Euros 67.78 billion in 2010 compared to Euros 53.03 billion in 2009 (Indian exports of Euros 32.99 billion and Indian imports of Euros 34.79 billion). In 2010, total Indian exports to the EU in different services sector were Euros 8.1 billion whereas total Indian services imports from the EU were Euros 9.8 billion. The EU is one of the largest sources of FDI for India.  FDI inflows from the EU to India during the last two years amounted to Euros 6.4 billion and India’s investment into EU for the corresponding period amounted to Euros 1.5 billion.  You would agree however that there is still a huge potential for growth.
6.
An essential element for a quantum leap in commercial and trade relations would be the expeditious finalization and signing of an India-EU Broad based Trade & Investment Agreement.  At the Brussels India-EU Summit on 10th December 2010, leaders on both sides welcomed the significant progress recorded during recent negotiations, agreed on the contours of a final package and reaffirmed the importance of an ambitious and balanced conclusion.  Consider the political dimensions of such an agreement:  a convergence of views between 500 million people of the European Union and 1.2 billion people of India.  Its early ratification would present a win-win situation.  
7.
Every Summit is a new step forward in the Europe-India relationship.  The Brussels Summit agreed to reinforce the strategic partnership between India and the European Union for mutual benefit in all areas and to better contribute to the resolution of challenges of this century.  Among important area of cooperation were the following:

· Commitment to develop the ’08 EU-India Joint Work Programme on Energy, Clean Development and Climate Change.
· Cooperation and Agreement on Satellite Navigation.

· Cooperation in security and defence including counter-piracy naval operations.
· United stand in combating international terrorism through the EU-India Joint Declaration on International Terrorism.

8.
Let me refer to some of the future challenges which the Symposium could reflect upon.  These include the following:

· Indian Business Chambers as well as Diaspora identifying more business opportunities in Europe.

· Individual EU countries engaging with European Commission and India to reduce current restrictions on travel for families of Indian professionals working in EU.  
· Greater promotion of academic exchanges including establishment of India Chairs as Government of India has just done in Leiden University which would address, inter alia, the issue of perception, one of the themes of today’s Symposium.  At a recent IT Seminar organized by the Embassy, it was agreed by our Dutch partners that indeed these perceptions, if successfully addressed, could result in a fundamental change in the dynamics of the relationship, especially in the perspective of the Netherlands.

9.
Perceptions have an important bearing on relations between States. In this context, we are very fortunate to have among us the noted Dutch scholar and Indologist Prof. Dirk Kolff, who in one of his articles, had wondered, 

“Why it should be India, and not another place on the face of the earth, that should claim so much of the curiosity of the Dutch?”  He went on to note that in many ways, “India represents Europe’s most fascinating “Other.”  On the other hand, Europe’s curiosity with India has also been adequately reciprocated.” 

10.
This is reflected in our shared values, our antiquity and traditions, our histories and cultures, our plurality and diversity, and the strategic role that we are both required to play in today’s rapidly changing world. We hold dear to our hearts the foundational ideals of special relevance to the modern world, ideas which demand a blend of the ancient and the contemporary, of the past and the future. 
11.
The theme of the Symposium aptly highlights the Indo-Dutch relationship as a vital component of Indo-European relations.  Immediately after India’s Independence, diplomatic relations between the free India and the Netherlands were established in 1947.  There is much that India and the Netherlands share in common.  Our relations today have recaptured the vibrancy of the historic contacts as much through trade and technical cooperation as through the political values that both sides cherish. 
12.
This continued importance and warmth of our relationship was further underlined by the highly successful visit of the Hon’ble Foreign Minister of the Netherlands Prof. Dr. Uri Rosenthal in July this year to India.  A return visit by our External Affairs Minister Shri S.M. Krishna is being planned before the end of this year.  As we speak, Minister of Foreign Trade and Agriculture H.E. Mr. Henk Bleker is in India leading an important trade mission.  Both countries are also working towards establishing a Joint Economic Council at Ministerial level which would address issues relating to trade and investment.   Our bilateral trade has already crossed the 5 billion Euro mark last year. Netherlands is amongst the top ten trading partners of India and fifth largest investor in terms of foreign direct investment into India. Netherlands also serves as the gateway to Europe for most Indian companies, especially the ICT companies.  Rotterdam Port acts as an important conduit for Indian shipments to Europe and other parts of the world. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

13.
We live in an interesting era.  A globalized world which is highly interconnected ensures that no one is sheltered from developments elsewhere on the globe.  The implications are stark.  We can no longer live in isolated, protected islands.  It is clear that the solutions will have to be collective. India as a global power can and will be part of these solutions. In this context, I recall the words of US President Barack Obama, who, during his visit to India in November 2010, referring to the emergence of India as a new global power, said and I quote:
“For in Asia and around the world, India is not simply emerging; India has already emerged.”

14.
I am sure that this is also the view shared by Europe.  India and EU are natural partners. The strategic partnership that binds EU and India will be instrumental in reaching the collective interest for freedom, peace and security for the entire world.  It is and will continue to be one of the defining partnerships of the 21st century. 

15.
I wish the Symposium all success.


Thank you and Jai Hind.

* * * *
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