Address by H.E. Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Ambassador of India at the India Network Cocktail and Finals of Cricket Tournament for Indian Companies, organized by “Amsterdam inbusiness” (AIB) at VRA Cricket Club, Niewuwe Kalfjeslaan 218, Amsterdam 

on Saturday, 3 September 2011 
H.E. Mr. Jan van Zanen, Mayor of Amstelveen, 
Dear Friends,

May I congratulate the dynamic Indian business community, the fastest growing group in the Amsterdam area and the “Amsterdam in business” for organising this Annual Cricket Tournament for Indian companies to make them feel at home.  This would not have been possible without the patronage and strong support of my good friend H.E. Mr. Jan van Zanen, Mayor of Amstelveen, who is as usual, with us to lend his support.

2.
As you all know, cricket is a national passion in India - almost a religion ! Indian expats - most of whom are no-doubt like me die-hard cricket enthusiasts, are always able to find a way to follow their favourite sport, be it on internet or on television.  Now for the past five years this has been achieved by organising such Cricket matches. 
3.
Netherlands is not new to Cricket.  The Dutch national team has to its credit the distinction of beating the English at their own game. Who can forget the exciting match in 2009 at the hallowed Lords cricket ground when the Dutch team shocked the England team in the ICC World Twenty-20 tournament. The VRA Cricket Ground, in Amstelveen, where we are assembled today, has hosted several One Day International cricket matches including the 2004 tri-nation tournament featuring Australia, India and Pakistan. 

4.
Amstelveen holds a special place in the heart of Indians. Since India played the world cup hockey tournament here in 1973, Indians have taken naturally to Amstelveen. Today, Amstelveen has the largest number of Indian expatriates, thanks to the special warmth and hospitality provided by the City under the leadership of my dear friend Mayor Van Zanen. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

5.
The Netherlands India business relationship needs to be nurtured and developed.  Our two countries share the same healthy pragmatic approach to international trade relations. Our bilateral trade crossed the 5 billion Euro mark in 2010. Netherlands is amongst the top ten trading partners of India and fifth largest investor in terms of foreign direct investment into India.  But we need to do more.
6.
Cricket has been the binding spirit for a nation like India with so much diversity.  It has been the symbol of social mobility, diversity, tolerance and secularism, common values cherished by our two countries. The cricket match today, therefore, is a befitting tribute to the close and warm relatiosnhip shared by India and the Netherlands. I commend the Organisers for having selected cricket as a theme to get-together and remember home.  The network cocktail after the event is most welcome but should we follow the advice given by the Australian actor Paul Hogan, who said, and I quote:
“Cricket needs brightening up a bit.

My solution is to let the players drink at the beginning of the game, not after.

It always works in our picnic matches”

7.    Mayor Van Zanen’s poignant impressions during his last visit to India in 2010 were aptly summarized when he saw Indian schoolchildren saying with confidence that "India will shine, because we will shine". I wish this continuing partnership between the Cities of Amsterdam and Amstelveen and the Indian expatriates all success.  I hope that, as in previous years, this year too, we would have joyous celebrations of Diwali, the festival of lights, next month in Amstelveen - showcasing the rich cultural variety of Indian music and dance, food and spectacular fireworks. 
Let me congratulate both finalists for there are no losers in cricket.  Like business it is a win-win sport!

Thank you.
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