Welcome Remarks by Ambassador of India,

H.E. Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee at the Seminar on Indo-Dutch Cooperation in the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Sector, The Hague, on 1st November, 2011
--------------------------------
H.E. Mr. E. van der Laan, Hon’ble Mayor of Amsterdam, 

H.E.  Mr. Chris Buijink, Secretary General at the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and Innovation, 

H.E. Mr. Rabin Baldewsingh, Deputy Mayor of The Hague

My colleagues, representatives from India’s Ministry of Communications and Information Technology as well as Science & Technology,
My colleagues from NASSCOM as well as Indian and Dutch IT companies based in Netherlands,

Mr. Shankar Narayanan, Director Benelux, TCS
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

May I welcome you to this special event on Indo Dutch Cooperation in Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Sector. The Seminar is part of our continuing efforts to focus on priority areas of mutual benefit in our bilateral economic and trade cooperation relationship.  Your participation today, in such large numbers underlines the importance of this initiative in a sector that has remained strong, despite the global economic downturn.
2.
The inspiration for this Seminar came from my colleagues in the Embassy but also from another special person who is here today, Mr. Shankar Narayanan, and his colleagues.  I would like to thank him for his consistent support as well as that of Mr. Som Mittal, President NASSCOM, who had to change his travel plans yesterday for personal reasons but who has sent his best wishes for the event.

3.
The presence of the Hon’ble Mayor of Amsterdam to inaugurate this event honours us all and should come as no surprise.   Mayor Van der Laan since his election as Mayor has taken many important initiatives to attract Indian business to the Amsterdam/Amstelveen area which today is home to major Indian IT companies including HCL, TCS, Wipro, Infosys and Mahindra Satyam to mention just a few.  The sizzling 42 degrees Indian summer did not deter him from visiting India in May this year with a business delegation.  He would be visiting India once again early next year.

Dear Friends,

4.
The importance and warmth of our relationship, was underlined by the highly successful visit of the Hon’ble Foreign Minister Prof. Uri Rosenthal in July this year to India.  A return visit by our External Affairs Minister Shri S.M. Krishna is being planned before the end of this year.  Another important visit is that of the Minister of Foreign Trade and Agriculture Mr. Henk Bleker this month.  I have been working with my good friend, Mr. Chris Buijink on the Hon’ble Minister’s visit which has generated huge expectations on both sides.  We hope that his visit would result in the establishment of a Joint Economic Council at Ministerial level which would address issues relating to trade and investment.  Institutionally, this would bring the bilateral trade & business relationship between our Governments, on par with our other major European partners.  Our bilateral trade has already crossed the 5 billion Euro mark last year. Netherlands is amongst the top ten trading partners of India and fifth largest investor in terms of foreign direct investment into India.
Dear Friends,

5.
We live in troubled times.  A globalized world which is highly interconnected ensures that no one is sheltered from developments elsewhere on the globe.  The implications are stark.  We can no longer live in isolated, protected islands.  The corollary to this phenomenon is that the solutions will also have to be collective.

6.
These solutions have to be found in a new framework, where the old economic order is changing but a new order is yet to emerge.  There is a gradual shift of balance between States in the global system, which needs to be reflected in the global governance mechanisms.  India is actively and constructively participating in international economic institutions, particularly the G-20.  A few days ago, the Deputy Chairman of India’s Planning Commission Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia stated and I quote: “We are willing to do our bit, whatever supporting role that the international institutions would need to support the Eurozone………  We would support the multilateral efforts”.  Fortunately, for India, as noted by Dr. Ahluwalia, the slowdown in the growth of the European economy will not have a huge impact on India.  Why?  Because of India’s diversified trading partnership but also because its growth and rise is domestic-driven and not export-driven.  This indeed is the significance for the rest of the world of India’s emergence as a fast-growing trillion plus dollar economy with its hugely competitive ICT sector.  India would play a key role in the forthcoming G-20 Summit in Paris.
7.
Poised to become a US$225 billion industry by 2020, the Indian information technology (IT) industry has thus played a key role in putting India on the global map.  In fact, India has also embarked on one of the most unique projects in the history of mankind by providing a Unique Identification Number, called Aadhar, to its 1.21 billion people.  This will fuel socio-economic change by facilitating entry for poor and underprivileged residents into the formal banking system.  According to initial estimates, the initiative will create 100,000 new jobs in the country, and business opportunities worth US$1.45 billion in the first phase implementation, over three years.  The implementation of Aadhar demonstrates what Prime Minister Dr.Manmohan Singh said at the India Today Conclave, and I quote: “We live in an age when science and technology and the growth of human knowledge are becoming major determinants of the power and wealth of nations.  India’s ability to carve out a place for itself in the evolving comity of nations will be determined by our ability to use science and technology and information technology in accelerating the processes of social and economic change.”
8.
The computer software and hardware sector in India received cumulative foreign direct investment (FDI) of US$ 11 billion during the last decade.  Indian companies are at the forefront of new technological developments.  India also retains its low-cost advantage and is a financially attractive location when viewed in combination with the safe and stable business environment it offers and the availability of skilled people. In this context, India’s demographic dividend also becomes an important factor.  My colleagues Dr. Ajay Kumar and Dr. Milind Kulkarni will be highlighting some of the key initiatives taken by the Government of India for promoting this sector. 

Dear Friends,

9.
Besides organizing such Seminars and events, the Embassy has also undertaken a number of initiatives to facilitate business interaction.  These include a bimonthly newsletter and implementation of a Fast Track Business Visa Facilitation Scheme, aimed at facilitating quicker processing of business visas for Dutch Companies whose officials need to travel frequently to India for business purposes.  We are also on Face Book.
10.
May I conclude by paying homage to one of the greatest visionaries ever born to IT, the late Steve Jobs.  He had been greatly influenced by India, its spirituality and culture which he experienced firsthand during his 7-month, soul-searching journey to India.  While talking about Indians, he said, and I quote: 

“….their intuition is far more developed than in the rest of the world. Intuition is a very powerful thing, more powerful than intellect, in my opinion. That's had a big impact on my work."

That was what Steve Jobs said about India, not me!
11.
May I now request the Honourable Mayor of Amsterdam, H.E. Mr. E. van der Laan to light the traditional lamp, and inaugurate the event.
Thank you,

* * * *
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