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Mr. Dev Gurnani, Secretary, IBC

Board Members, 

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

May I congratulate the Indian Business Chamber for having taken this initiative to organise today this Gala Diwali Evening in such a beautiful venue and with such an interesting cultural programme.  It underlines the commitment of the dynamic Indian business community to strengthen business and commercial relations between our two countries.  We meet on the margins of the G-20 Summit where India is playing a key role.  The dynamics of G-20 reflect in a dramatic manner how the political and economic power balance has moved to Asia.  Only yesterday, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh stated at the G-20 summit at Cannes, and I quote:
“In an increasingly integrated world, all of us have a stake in the orderly functioning and prosperity of Europe.”
The Indian business community has proved to be beacon of support to the Dutch economy during this period, a fact that is known and appreciated by our host country.

Dear Friends,

2.
Diwali is neither about religion nor ritual.  It is about the universal message of love, peace, happiness, harmony, light, togetherness, prosperity and health. Diwali also symbolises the true entrepreneurial spirit of India, the pursuit of wealth and prosperity.  

3.
The Indian Business Chamber is in its third decade of serving the interests of Indo-Dutch  business community.  It is only appropriate that they refer to themselves as “Indo-Dutch Business – Partners in Progress.”  If today, the Indo-Dutch trade is flourshing having crossed the Euro 5 billion mark and Netherlands is the fifth largest investor in India,  credit in a significant measure goes to Indo-Dutch business community which has played a supporting role in its own way.  
4.
As I had recently mentioned, at the IT Seminar on 1st November, “We live in troubled times.”  A globalized world which is highly interconnected ensures that no one is sheltered from developments elsewhere on the globe.  The implications are stark.  We can no longer live in isolated, protected islands.  Clearly, the solutions will also have to be collective.

5.
I am told that the event has been put together in less than a month by Mr. Harry Bahl and Mr. Dev Gurnani, serving as a proof of the strong capabilities of Indian entrepreneurs. I wish to commend them for their successful efforts.  It is heartening to note that this event would henceforth become a regular annual feature enjoying the support of the Municipalities of The Hague, Amsterdam and Rotterdam.  This mutual engagement signifies the goodwill and enthusiasm of both sides to strengthen the existing partnership and cooperation.  
6.
Our dynamic business community is taking a major responsibility in development and growth of the society. History is full of examples like the late J.R.D. Tata who contributed to social development and promoting harmony. The Indian business community worldwide has imbibed these noble values of philanthropy and social concern which makes it a unique entity.  IBC in Netherlands is proud to contribute to this process.
7.
As IBC rejoices in its achievements and celebrates Diwali, we must remember the guiding spirit and words of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, our first Prime Minister, who said and I quote: 

“The achievement we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of opportunity, to the greater triumphs and achievements that await us. Are we brave enough and wise enough to grasp this opportunity and accept the challenge of the future?”

The question raised by Pandit Nehru is even more relevant today as we face economic turmoil all over the world. I am sure the Indian Business Community here is ready to play its role in meeting this challenge.   
Thank you,

Jai Hind.
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