ADDRESS BY HE MS. BHASWATI MUKHERJEE, AMBASSADOR OF INDIA AT THE CONCERT OF ANURADHA PAUDWAL ORGANISED BY MR. RAJEN RAMNATH
ON THURSDAY, 27TH OCTOBER 2011
H.E. Mr. Rabin Baldewsingh, 

Mr. Ramnath Awasthi,

Mr. Desh Ramnath,

May I wish you all a very Happy Diwali at this prestigious and magnificent Anton Philips Hall.  Only a few months ago, we commemorated the 150th Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore in this very hall with the help of Deputy Mayor of the Hague, Mr. Rabin Baldewsingh, who is here with us today, with a rich cultural programme which features music and dance from India.  I am very glad that Mr. Ramnath Awasthi from the Stichting Eekta Federation is here with us.
2.
Apart from Diwali, we have another special occasion to share and celebrate today.   Today is Ms. Anuradha Paudwal’s birthday.  I would like to wish her many many happy returns of the day and many musical years ahead.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
3.
Anuradha Paudwal needs no introduction.  She is one of the finest exponents of Indian music with great versatility.   She has recorded thousands of songs enthralling millions of listeners worldwide.  We are indeed fortunate to have her and Ravi Tripathi with us today.  

4.
While traditionally Diwali is celebrated for five days, the festivities continue much longer, almost for a month.   Happily, we are following a similar tradition in the Netherlands where Diwali is being celebrated all over the country by the Indian Diaspora, for the past one week with The Hague, Amstelveen and  Eindhoven hosting major events. 
Dear Friends,

5.
Diwali is neither about religion nor ritual.  It is about the universal message of love, peace, happiness, harmony, light, togetherness, prosperity and health. Diwali also symbolises the true entrepreneurial spirit of India, the pursuit of wealth and prosperity.  Accounts are closed on this day all over India and reopened the next day.  

6.
Diwali ushers in the New Year and celebrates the victory of Good over Evil and Light over Darkness, symbolically bidding farewell to evil, ignorance and despair. 

7.
Diwali, the Row of Lights, also signifies the quintessence of the luminosity of the clay lamps.   Only two days ago, on 25  October, H.E. the Mayor of the Hague, Mr. Van Aartsen lit the biggest clay lamp (Diya) in Europe, thereby launching the festivities here, in front of Anton Philips Hall. This is symbolic of the importance that the Dutch Government and our Dutch friends attach to celebrate our age-long cultural traditions here in a true mingling of East and West.  Mayor van Aartsen who is shortly going to Delhi, is to be felicitated for his strong support to cultural diversity.  Being host to the largest presence of Indian Diaspora and the Surinami Hindustani Diaspora in the Netherlands, just the other day, Mayor van Aartsen called this city as the Hindustani Capital of Europe. The gathering in this hall is a testimony to his apt observation. 
8.
The famous Canadian author Merle Shain must also have had in mind the spirit and essence of Diwali when we light lamps on the dark New Moon night. She wrote and I quote,
It is better to light candles
than to curse the darkness.
We can be lights for each other,
and through each other's illumination
we will see the way.
Each of us is a seed,
a silent promise,
and it is always spring”
9.
Even though the autumn leaves are falling and falling fast alas, we can feel that spring already in the air.  It would certainly come alive today with the devotional music and beautiful bhajans by Ms. Anuradha Paudwal and Mr. Ravi Tripathi. 
10.
A few metres away from this Hall, in The Hague Public Library, stands the bust of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore and a little further is the life-size statue of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of Indian Nation.  In a befitting tribute to Gandhiji, on 2nd October 2011, his birth anniversary, we inaugurated the Gandhi Centre at the Hague, with the full support of the Dutch Government, civil society, the Hague Municipality and the Indian and Surinami Diaspora.  We are confident that this Centre which brings to the Netherlands the ever-enduring legacy of peace and non-violence by the very Apostle of peace in an increasingly troubled world, would also serve to intensify cultural exchanges between our two countries as well as to develop intellectual and artistic contacts in a mutually beneficial manner.   We look forward to full participation from our friends here today in the activities of the Centre.
11.
Let me conclude by quoting Dylan Thomas who said and I quote:
“Go not gently into the good night,

Rage, rage against the fading of the light”

i.e. do not take your destiny as darkness for granted.

For me – I would say – 

“light a candle, and shut out the darkness 

and then enjoy this heavenly music together”.
Thank you,

Jai Hind.

* * * *
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