Address by H.E. Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Ambassador of India at India Business Network Cocktail, India Festival, Diwali in Amstelveen on 22 October 2011 

H.E. Mr. Yan van Zanen, Mayor of Amstelveen, 

Members of the Organising Team,

Mehra family members but especially Rajiv Mehra,
Distinguished Guests, Dear Friends and Colleagues,


Thank you for inviting me to this magnificient event organised by “Amsterdam in Business” under the patronage of my dear friend, His Excellency Mayor van Zanen.  In my one year stay here, I have always felt so much at home here in Amstelveen and for that I would like to thank the Mayor.  His presence here today, like last year, is symbolic of the support given by our Dutch friends to celebrate our age-long cultural traditions here in a true mingling of East and West.   Kipling has often been misquoted about the meeting between East and West.  He had actually said, 

“OH, East is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet,

Till Earth and Sky stand presently at God’s great Judgment Seat;

But there is neither East nor West, Border, nor Breed, nor Birth,

When two strong men stand face to face, tho’ they come from the ends of the earth!”

2.
The beauty of festivals, like seasons, lie in their cyclical nature.  I vividly recall my first Deepavali in the Netherlands celebrated in your company last year with splendid fireworks at this very Square which would always remain very special for me.  Once more, as autumn leaves fall, it is that special time of the year when we gather in the auspicous month of Kartik to celebrate the Festival of Lights – Deepavali.  For Indian business and industry, Diwali also symbolises the true entrepreneurial spirit of India, the pursuit of wealth and prosperity.  Accounts are closed on this day all over India and reopened the next day.  So for those of you in business here, this is another opportunity to reaffirm your commitment to search for prosperity, wealth, happiness and sustainable development.  Deepavali, the Row of Lights, also signifies the quintessence of the luminosity of the clay lamps.   Deepavali ushers in the New Year and celebrates the victory of Good over Evil and Light over Darkness, symbolically bidding farewell to evil, ignorance and despair. 

3.
One of the most eminent and influential thinkers of all times, Carl Jung, while commenting on purpose of life, had noted:
“As far as we can discern, the sole purpose of human existence is to kindle a light in the darkness of mere being.”
This Festival is a celebration of that human spirit and existence and helps us to express the joy of belonging to a community and sharing it with our fellow beings and friends from our host country. 

Dear Friends,


4.
Speaking of the Indian community in Amstelveen, the excellent quality of life, in addition to the warmth and hospitality extended by the Mayor, has acted as a catalyst to attract Indian companies to this region.  There has indeed been a dramatic increase in the number of Indian companies in the Amsterdam and Amstelveen area since our last Diwali event.  Today, about 100 Indian and Dutch companies are present at this India Network Cocktail.  Indeed, the Annual Diwali celebration in Amstelveen has become an important part of the cultural calendar of Netherlands, attracting Indians not only from the country but from the neighbourhood.
5.
On 2nd October 2011, on the birthday of the Father of the Indian Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, we inaugurated the Gandhi Centre at the Hague, with the full support of the Dutch Government, civil society, the Hague Municipality and the Indian and Surinami Diaspora.  We are confident that this Centre which brings to the Netherlands the ever-enduring legacy of peace and non-violence by the very Apostle of peace in an increasingly troubled world, would also serve to intensify cultural exchanges between our two countries as well as to develop intellectual and artistic contacts in a mutually beneficial manner.   We look forward to full participation from our friends here today for what is business but just a conduit for cultural exchange.
6.
Coming back to today’s Festival, let me conclude by quoting a shloka from the Vedas:
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For the benefit of my Dutch friends, I would translate it in English:
May Deepavali take the humanity towards Eternal Light! 
This light is the physical light created by the earthen Lamp, for seeing around, where I do exist. 
May it lead me to Eternal flame and to provide me meaningful Long life,
the higher Yoga of Supreme realization and 
grant me the boon of Spiritual illumination!

With this prayer, I wish you all a very happy and prosperous Deepavali. 
Jai Hind.
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