Address by H.E. Ms. Bhaswati Mukherjee, Ambassador of India at the Reception by the Netherlands-India Association at the Town Hall, Wassenaar after Friendly Cricket Match between Ambassador of India Eleven vs. The Mayor of Wassenaar Eleven: 25 June 2011 
H.E. Mrs. Dienke Dekker, Deputy Mayor of Wassenaar,

Distinguished Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Mr. Badri Madan, President, NIA,
Board Members of Netherlands-India Association, Dear Friends,


I am very happy to be here today at this Reception after the friendly cricket match to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Netherlands-India Association. Let me congratulate both teams.  It does not matter who won.  What matters was the friendly spirit of the game. 
2.
These activities are part of the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of NIA, the oldest Indo-Dutch cultural Association founded by the earliest wave of Indians who came to the Netherlands.  It is a proud moment for the members of the Association. NIA has made a significant contribution to the rich traditions of both countries.

3.
NIA has lined up a series of impressive activities spread over the year, including publication of a commemorative volume, a Symposium on Indo-Dutch Relationship and Cooperation, today’s match and a grand cultural programme. 

4.
Let me say a few words about NIA.  It was founded in 1951, just four years after India’s independence and establishment of diplomatic relations with Netherlands.  It has since then acted as an important bridge between our two countries by promoting people to people interaction.  A common thread in my conversations with various dignitaries of our host country, at the highest political level has been the singling out of the vibrant and dynamic Indian Diaspora in the Netherlands which, while contributing to the strength of the Dutch economy and industry, has maintained its unique cultural identity and traditions.  This also includes our Surinamese Hindustani community.  The Indian Diaspora is seen as a model community here in the Netherlands.  We can all be justly proud of our achievements and contribution which are now well recognised here, including by Dutch media.

5.
India-Netherlands have the warmest bilateral relations, based on shared values, increasing convergence of interests, strong economic ties and  people-to-people contacts.  This is natural between two vibrant democracies, based on respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and rule of law.  The bilateral trade has already crossed the five billion Euro mark.  Despite global economic turndown, the  bilateral trade registered an annual growth of 23% last year.  Both countries recognize the value in rapidly growing multifaceted cooperation and are currently engaged in further strengthening bilateral ties in various areas of cooperation including political, economic and trade, culture, education, science and technology, agriculture and other fields. 

6.
Since my presentation of credentials on 1st September ’10, there has been a qualitative shift in the relationship between our two countries and I feel a sense of pride in overseeing this shift.  Several high-level exchanges have taken place and many more are in the pipeline.  Foreign Office Consultations at Secretary General level were held in January this year after a long hiatus.  Mayors of Rotterdam and Amsterdam led important business delegations to India recently.  Mayor of The Hague will also be visiting India this year.  Minister of Infrastructure and Environment Ms. Melanie Schultz led a large official and trade delegation comprising more than seventy five companies to India in April 2011. 

7.
I am happy to share with you that Dutch Foreign Minister Prof. Uri Rosenthal will be visiting India at the invitation of our External Affairs Minister from 4-6 July 2011.  The two Ministers also met recently in Hungary on the sidelines of EU-ASEM Ministerial Meeting on 7 June 2011.  His visit to India will further strengthen the growing relationship between the two countries and chart the future course which is bright and promising.

8.
Dear Friends, I am glad to announce that the State Bank of India will be opening a branch in Amsterdam soon, the first-ever branch of an Indian bank in the Netherlands which would benefit the business as well as the Diaspora.  The Embassy has also launched Indian Fast Track Business Visa Scheme for facilitating business visas for the Dutch companies visiting India.  We have also introduced online visa application scheme to make the visa process more efficient. This step is in addition to the complete outsourcing of visa and consular services by the Embassy to facilitate issue of visas, passports, PIO and OCI Cards.  We now have three Visa and Consular Outsourcing Centres in The Hague, Amsterdam and Rotterdam to cater to the needs of our Dutch friends and Indian Diaspora. 

9.
I am happy to share with you the initiative, the Embassy has undertaken in view of the long-standing demand of the Indian Diaspora here to have an Indian Cultural Centre in the Netherlands. The Embassy, in cooperation with members of the Indian Diaspora,  is currently engaged in locating a suitable venue to give it shape.

10.
Let me move to Cricket – the national passion of India, almost a religion!  Many Indian expats find it hard to adapt to life without their beloved pastime. However, cricket lovers arriving in the Netherlands are regularly and pleasantly surprised to discover that there is more than just satellite television to fulfil their deepest cricketing needs. This is because Netherlands is not new to Cricket.  It has been played in the Netherlands for over a century. While preparaing my remarks, I came across a very interesting piece of research and discovered that the origins of the word cricket can be traced to the Netherlands. In fact, the term cricket may have been derived from the Middle Dutch krick(-e), meaning a stick (crook). 

11.
Cricket has been the binding spirit for a nation like India with so much diversity.  It has been the symbol of social mobility, diversity, tolerance and secularism, common values cherished by our two countries. The cricket match today, therefore, was a befitting tribute to the close and warm relatiosnhip shared by India and the Netherlands. I commend the Netherlands India Association for having selected cricket as a theme for celebrating its 60th Anniversary. 

12.
Let me conclude by underlining that there is a common thread, that unites the Indian Diaspora with our Dutch friends not just in cricket but in philosophy.  Let me recall the words of Jalaluddin Balki Rumi, the Afghan born in Iran and who lived in Turkey when he met his mentor Shams and wrote these lines which would be the theme of an international film on Rumi’s message being produced by Muzaffar Ali, the famous Indian film-maker who had produced the first Umrao Jaan.  Rumi said, and I quote:

“I will throw word, sound and speech into confusion,

that without them, I may converse with you.

Oh, many are the people of different tongues who speak the same tongue.

Oh, many the pair of the same tongue who are as strangers to each other.

Oh, the tongue of affinity is different indeed: to be one in heart is better than to be one in tongue.”

Thank you.

* * * *
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